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I was recently involved in an exchange with the friend of a friend, an atheist. He’s a good guy, and I have 

enjoyed going back and forth with him. At one point during our back and forth, he stated that  he 

realized that I suffered from ‘cognizant dissonance’ but that he is used to that and so he didn’t mind too 

much. Made me smile. He also included this meme:

And this meme is what I decided to do my annual Lenten project on. Thanks Jim! See? God even works 

through atheists!
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What this meme tells me is that millions of people, have no clue of how God works. God rarely, though 

sometimes does (to specific people at specific times), screams out his existence. Rather, He whispers to 

us, and those who are listening will hear Him. He hides in plain sight. If we look for Him, He’s easy to 

find. 

Basically, God does, and always has, work through people. We are his hands, feet and heart on Earth. 

We are the evidence that He exists and loves.

Painters work with brush, paint and canvas. Sculptors work with hammer, chisel and stone. People are 

the medium in which God works.

Could He just directly fix things if  He wanted to? Of course. But in doing so, He would be taking away 

one of His greatest gifts to us – the gift of Free Will. He doesn’t force any decision on us, but allows us to 

act or not act as we see fit. He doesn’t force us to love Him. He doesn’t force us to hate evil. He doesn’t 

force us to acknowlege, or even believe in, His very existence. If He did, it wouldn’t mean anything other 

than that He has an incredible ego and He needs us to make himself feel good about himself. We would 

be his puppets and He the puppet master, pulling our strings. Any devotion we would give Him would 

originate as a demand from Him leaving us no choice but to express our loyalty to Him.

That devotion would be empty, devoid of any real love, desire or emotion. It would be superficial – 

completely worthless.

How many of us would be content with a relationship under those conditions?

But that’s not who God is. He did give us free will and we are free to follow him or not; free to reflect His 

love toward others or not – it’s our decision, not His. He only gives us the tools to work with, He doesn’t 

force us to use them. He loves us enough to allow us to decide for ourselves.

Along with free will, God has given many of us great material resources while to some, he has given 

great material needs. In the great needs of others, God has given those with resources (large or small) 

great opportunities to be His hands, feet and heart. The opportunity to act in, and convey, His love. 

He gives us His law, written on our hearts, and, He gives us the choice to embrace His love or reject it. 

Every human being has been given these gifts (we all start out with an innate sense of right and wrong), 

though some (many) have allowed that sense to be distorted and twisted in favor of convenience toward 

one’s lifestyle. 

It’s up to us to decide whether or not to love. It’s up to us to act on what God has written on our hearts, 

what we know is right. 

In the end it’s our decision whether or not to embrace the opportunities that God has given us – not His.

If there is hunger, poverty, oppression and great misery in the world – and there is a lot of each – It’s 

not because God has stood by and let it be so. It’s because we have stood by and let it be so.

God has given us the tools and resources to do great good in the world. We have the hammer, the chisel, 



 the stone, the brush, the canvas, the paint.

He has also given us the freedom to decide how we will use these gifts, or not use them at all. It’s our 

responsibility. It’s up to us to create a masterpiece.  

The meme shows an empty canvas, an uncut stone, not a failure of God to act, but a reason for us to act.

God Is Love…

1 Corinthians, chapter 13 tells us

1 If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a resounding gong or a 

clashing cymbal.

2 And if I have the gift of prophecy and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge; if I 

have all faith so as to move mountains but do not have love, I am nothing.

3 If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I may boast but do not 

have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, (love) is not pompous, it is not inflated,

5 it is not rude, it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-tempered, it does not brood 

over injury,

6 it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth

7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing; if tongues, they 

will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.

9 For we know partially and we prophesy partially,

10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.

11 When I was a child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a child; when I 

became a man, I put aside childish things.

12 At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. At present I know 

partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.

13 So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

Notice that of the three – Faith, Hope and Love, Love is the greatest and most important. 

Love is what will create the masterpiece. God’s love made active through people. People with a lot of 

money. People with little money. People with no money. People with only a smile, a kind word or a 

caring touch to give. 

You and me.

If we don’t create the masterpiece, the failure rests on our shoulders and our shoulders alone.

Not on God’s.
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